
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER 
DIALOGUE – JULY 28, 2021

INVESTMENTS IN DROUGHT-PROOFING ARE PAYING OFF IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA,
BUT HOW LONG WILL SUPPLIES LAST IF DROUGHT PERSISTS?



HOW LONG 
WILL OUR 
SAVINGS 

LAST?

https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/26/us/lake-powell-drought-water-shortage-climate/index.html

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hoover_Dam_08sept09_showing_water_elevation_of_Lake_Mead.jpg



WATER-ENERGY NEXUS

Low reservoir levels can impact 
hydropower production. 

A UC Davis Center for Water-Energy Efficiency shows that when 
Californians reduced water use by nearly 25% in 2015, California also 
saved 1830 GigaWatt-Hours of energy — enough to power more than 
270,000 homes.

https://cwee.ucdavis.edu/


HTTPS://CALMATTERS.ORG/CALIFORNIA-DIVIDE/2021/01/WATER-DEBT-CALIFORNIA-HOUSEHOLDS-FACE-WATER-SHUTOFFS/

BALANCING 
RELIABILITY & 

AFFORDABILITY



CLOSING THE GAP 
BETWEEN 

SUPPLY & DEMAND

Source: Pacific Institute



CONSERVATION POTENTIAL



WHY SHOULD WE FOCUS ON 
OUTDOOR WATER SAVINGS?



BEYOND URBAN RELIABILITY



WHAT SHOULD WE DO???
IMMEDIATELY
• Strong conservation messaging – encourage people 

to:
• Fix leaks
• Stop irrigating non-functional turf
• Stop over-irrigating landscapes
• Replace inefficient plumbing fixtures & 

appliances

NEAR-TERM
• Increase funding for water efficiency

• Ensure low-income customers can participate in 
water efficiency programs

WHAT’S NEXT?
• Ban Non-Functional Turf
• Enforce existing water conservation laws:

• MWELO, SB 407, etc



Droughts provide a good 
opportunity to get customers to 
take action to save water and 

invest in more efficient household 
appliances and landscapes.

These actions will also help water suppliers 
meet their long-term water efficiency 
targets!

LEVERAGING 
DROUGHT & PUBLIC 

AWARENESS



THANK YOU

TRACY QUINN, P.E. (TQUINN@NRDC.ORG)

DIRECTOR, CALIFORNIA URBAN WATER POLICY

NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL

WWW.NRDC.ORG

http://www.nrdc.org/
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